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Thié,is the Foreign Affairs article (Spring

1983) that I mentioned to you'—- as preparation

for my August 22 presentation.
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Robert 1.. Bartley
William P Kucewic
“YELLOW RAIN®

AND THE FUTUR D

OF ARMS AGREEMENTS

his Convention completely prohibits biological and toxin
weapons. Since it provides for the elimination of existing weapons,
itis a true disarmament measure."”

So it seemed to Fred Charles Ikle, then director of (he Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency, as he testified before he Sen
Foreign Relations Committee in 1974. He expressed the Ford
Administration’s support for ratification of treaty with the com-
prehensive if awkward title, “Convention on Prohibition of the
Development, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Bio-
logical) and Toxin Weapons and Their Destruction.™ At the same
time, he recommended that the Senate ratify the Geneva Protocol
of 1925, already ratified by all the other major military powers,
which prohibited the use of both biological and chemical agents in
warfare.

This seemed entirely appropriate to the ful] blossom of détente.
In November 1969, the same month U.S. and Soviet negotiators

%, opened the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks, President Richard

Nixon undertook an experiment in unilateral disarmament

ate

weapons, i.e., poisons produced by biological processes but not

, themselves living organisms. The Administration set about destroy-
ing all stockpiles of biological and toxin weapons, and closing down

-3¢ the research into offensive use of such weapons that had been
bt conducted at Fort Detrick, Maryland.

ey This US. initiative was quick to bear fruit. In early 1971, the

3

- Soviet Union dropped its previous insistence that any biological
' weapons treaty also include chemical weapons, which had created
Ta negotiating deadlock because the United States and Great Britain

3 were unwilling to destroy existing chemical weapons stocks they

3:  Robert L. Bartley is Editor of The Wall Street Journal. William Pp. Kucewicz is
Y an editorial-page writer for the Journal; his 1981 articles on “vellow rain" won
. a Citation for Excellence from the Overseas Press Club of America,
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